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Synopsis

The Pennsylvania Turnpike was opened to traffic on October 1, 1940. Built using the right-of-way
and unfinished tunnels of the never completed South Pennsylvania Railroad, it was a supreme
achievement of civil engineering. The new highway immediately captured the public’s imagination
and proved to be an unqualified success. Motorists flocked from around the country to drive on the
new "superhighway," and it became a tourist destination in and of itself. But along with that success
were planted the seeds of its eventual fall from grace. Under-engineered, poorly maintained, and
the victim of premature obsolescence, the highway became the object of public scorn in little more
than a generation. Only since the turn of the 21st century were real efforts made to change that

perception.
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Customer Reviews

In 2004, Mitchell E. Dakelman and Neal A. Schorr coauthored The Pennsylvania Turnpike, a
concise pictorial history of one of the nation’s most famous highways. Once again, both authors
have teamed up to tell the story of the creation of this remarkable road, its fall from grace, and the
highway’s ultimate rebirth. Combining Dakelman’s superb collection of Pennsylvania Turnpike
images and background in library science with Schorr’s writing skills and knowledge of highway
engineering, they tell a spellbinding story unknown to most modern-day travelers of the

Pennsylvania Turnpike.



What a terrific book! I've read everything | could find online and in books and pamphlets about the
Pennsylvania Turnpike, and this book is by far my favorite. All the photos have text explaining them,
and the large format makes looking at the photos a wonderful experience.

nice book

It was a gift but the recipient loves it.

A wonderfully illustrated and beautifully written story about the Pennsylvania Turnpike. | couldn’t put

it down until | finished reading it.

Great! Enjoyed it very much.
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